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Abstract

The Adoration of the Golden Calf in the Bridgestone
Museum of Art: A New Attribution to Gregorio Laz-
zarini (1655-1730)

Michiaki Koshikawa

The author had an opportunity in 1996 to view a paint
ing (fig.1/inv. Gaiyo 127 BMA, oil on canvas, 91.2x
148.8 cm.) which has long been kept in storage at the
Bridgestone Museum of Art, Tokyo. This work, largely
unknown to the public, depicts the Adoration of the
Golden Calf and has been known in the Museum'’s
curatorial records as simply a work of the “Venetian
school.” In fact, the hand of Gregorio Lazzarini is read-
ily recognizable in this canvas which clearly exhibits
the characteristic style of this Venetian painter. Unfor-
tunately, Vincenzo da Canal, a contemporary biogra-
pher of the artist, does not mention the Bridgestone
work, and hence the painting’s date and the commis-
sioning patron’s name cannot be ascertained from
documentary sources. The stylistic similarities found
between the Bridgestone canvas and Lazzarini’s works
of the early 1700s lead the author to propose an
approximate chronological range of ca. 1700-07 for the
Bridgestone painting.






