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KOGA Harue, Self-Portrait, 1916, Watercolor on postcard
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KOGA Harue, Letter Placing an Order for a Frame, Year unknown
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Album of Postcards from Europe, formerly in the Collection of

Sakamoto Hanjiro, c. 1921-24
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From the Album of Postcards from Europe, formerly in

7 the Collection of Sakamoto Hanjiro, c. 1921-24
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Postcard, “Barbizon — Weil and Wacking [Well and Workshop] of
the painter J. - F. Millet”
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SAKAMOTO Hanjiro, Woman, 1923, Oil on canvas
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JAPAN, Arita, Dish, decorated with flower and
bird design in overglaze enamels, Edo period,
17th century
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YASUI Sotaro, Apples, c. 1942, Qil on canvas
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YASUI Sotaro, Greek Vase and an Apple (Cover for the magazine
Bungeishunju, vol.27, no.4 / April, 1948), Sumi and pencil on paper,
On long-term loan
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Postage Stamps: OKADA Saburosuke, Portrait
ofa Lady, issued by the Ministry of Posts and
Telecommunications (at that time) in 1970,
Private collection
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OKADA Saburosuke, Portrait of a Lady, 1907, Qil
11 on canvas
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Postcard: SAKAMOTO Hanjiro, Three Grazing Horses,
issued in 1932
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SAKAMOTO Hanjiro, Three Grazing Horses, 1932
Oil on canvas



Artists’ Letters
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Having encountered an unprecedented situation of the spread of
COVID-19, numerous restrictions were imposed on our everyday life, and
we have had to think twice about coming and going freely within Japan
and abroad, and seeing or dining with others face-to-face as we used to.
During the past three years, we have experienced self-quarantine and
confining ourselves to our homes. In order to check how family members
living away from home are or to keep in touch with friends who live
nearby but whom we have had less chances to see recently, opportunities
to send emails or speak with them online may have increased.

This corner features letters, which were the main means of
communication for modern artists. By exchanging letters, they were able
to keep in close touch with people located far away, whom they could
not meet in person so easily. The content of some of these letters are
formal, but many reveal casual correspondence. These letters show us
how the modern artists sent letters to one another just as we nowadays
communicate by email or LINE and other smartphone apps.

The letters record the artists' feelings toward their teachers, students,
older and younger colleagues, friends, spouses, lovers, or children. The
artists write about worries, struggles, or episodes concerning their work.
Consequently, we occasionally get to catch a glimpse of each artist’s
character. Such factors can provide us with hints to decipher a certain
artwork or function as a tool to encourage “Experiencing Creativity,”
through which we should be able to feel closer to the artist or that artist’s
work.

The Ishibashi Foundation Collection includes letters sent by or sent
to modern Japanese Western-style painters closely connected to the
museum. Such letters are introduced together with related works and
anecdotes.
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Selections from the Ishibashi Foundation Collection
Special Section Artists' Letters
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