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Selections from the Ishibashi Foundation Collection
Special Section

Aoki Shigeru, Sakamoto Hanjiro, Koga Harue,
and Their Age: Artists from Kurume

Aoki Shigeru and Sakamoto Hanjiro, core artists in the Ishibashi Foundation collection
of modern Western-style paintings, were from Kurume, Fukuoka prefecture, which
was also the birthplace of Ishibashi Shojiro, founder of the Ishibashi Foundation. It
was those painters who inspired Shojiro to begin collecting art seriously. Shojiro and
Sakamoto met when Sakamoto was a substitute teacher, teaching art, at the Kurume
elementary school that Shojiro attended. Thirty years later, they met again, in Kurume.
At that time, Sakamoto told Shojiro that it would be a shame if the works of his late
friend Aoki were scattered and lost and urged Shojiro to collect them and build a
museum for them. That connection is why our museum has so many paintings by
Sakamoto and Aoki.

Kurume and the neighboring Chikugo region produced many artists in the late Meiji
through the Taisho and early Showa periods (ca. 1890-1940); the context was the
presence there in the Meiji period of Mori Miyoshi, an instructor in Western-style art,
and the central roles that Aoki and Sakamoto, who both trained under Mori, played in
Kurume's art circles.

The many other artists who, fascinated by Aoki’s and Sakamoto’s towering presence,
went from Kurume to Tokyo, also left their mark on the history of Western-style
painting in Japan. Among them, Matsuda Teisho, who was four years younger than
Aoki and Sakamoto, watched over Koga Harue and other younger artists and at times
was able to connect them to more senior figures in the art world. This exhibition
focuses on the creative work and local connections visible through Matsuda'’s
achievements, in introducing the highly productive Western-style painting school
associated with Kurume. The exhibits, centered on the work of Aoki, Sakamoto, and
Koga Harue, also include paintings by Matsuda, Takashima Yajuro, and Takata Rikizo.

Our museum has recently acquired twenty-five sketches by Aoki, dating from his

student days. They are his depictions of the many masks he saw on exhibit when making

regular museum visits, starting in about 1900. These sketches are of great import for

considering the context in which Aoki created his Paradise Under the Sea (1907) and other

paintings based on myths. Most have not, however, been exhibited since 1980; they
have come to be known as the “secret sketches.” This exhibition includes three of those
sketches. We are also able to welcome to the collection one of Sakamoto’s oil paintings
of the moon. This exhibition is the first public display of his Dim Light(1969), a painting
of the moon from the last year of his life and, in fact, his last work.
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