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Brief Histories of the Museums

Bridgestone Museum of Art

On January 8, 1952, Shojiro Ishibashi (1889-1976),wishing to promote cultural development in Japan, opened to the
public an art gallery within the newly-completed Bridgestone Building under the name of the "Bridgestone Gallery." The
works of art, both Japanese and foreign, which he had collected over the years formed the nucleus of the exhibits. In April
1956, the Ishibashi Foundation was established to take over the management of the Gallery, and in September 1961,
Ishibashi donated the works in the Gallery to the Foundation. In May 1959, the Gallery was enlarged to twice its original
size and entirely renovated. In January 1968, the English name was changed from the "Bridgestone Gallery" to the
"Bridgestone Museum of Art."

Ishibashi Museum of Art

On April 26, 1956, in commemoration of the 25th anniversary of the Bridgestone Corporation, Shojiro Ishibashi, the
founder of the Corporation, donated the Ishibashi Cultural Center to his home town of Kurume to render a public service
and promote cultural development. The Ishibashi Museum of Art (originally the Ishibashi Art Gallery) is the principal
institution in the Center. In 1971, the English name was changed from the "Ishibashi Art Gallery" to the "Ishibashi Museum
of Art." In 1977, the Museum building was enlarged and renovated, thanks to a contribution from the Ishibashi family, and
in April of the same year the city of Kurume entrusted the Ishibashi Foundation with the management of the Museum.

Organization and Management

Ishibashi Foundation (As of March 31,1995)

President of the Board of Directors Kanichiro Ishibashi

Directors Akio Morita Kazuhisa Arita Hisashi Shinto Hiroshi Uchida
Yasuo Kamon Yo Nakagawa Shinji Kusunoki Yuzuru Ohara

Auditors Masayuki Kitoku Takami Karasawa Masakazu Uzawa

Councillors Kanichiré Ishibashi  Susumu Uzawa Koichiros Ishii Yukio Kobayashi
Michiaki Kawakita  Hiroshi Ishibashi Hisashi Shinto Yoshiro Takasaki
Kazuhisa Arita Osamu Hashiguchi Shaji Takashina Naoshi Tomobe
Sadao Kitamura Tsunemasa Miki Hideo Tomiyama Kyozo Koketsu
Yasuo Kamon Yo Nakagaza Yuzuru Ohara Senji Asahina

Executive Committee of the Museums

Chairman Kanichiré Ishibashi

Members Michiaki Kawakita  Kazu Wakita Shuji Takashina Naoshi Tomobe
Kenji Suzuki Hiroshi Ishibashi Hideo Tomiyama Yasuo Kamon
Yo Nakagawa

Contribution Selection Committee

Chairman Kazuhisa Arita

Members Hiroshi Uchida Masakazu Uzawa Naoshi Tomobe Katsumi Yoshihisa
Akio Kashima

Managing Director Yuzuru Ohara

Administration
Executive Secretary Senji Asahina

Bridgestone Museum of Art

Director Yasuo Kamon

Administrator Satoshi Ojima

Chief Curator Yasuo Kamon(Director) Curator Katsumi Miyazaki

Ishibashi Museum of Art
Director Yo Nakagawa
Administrator Rinnosuke Hirai Chief Curator Masahiro Tauchi Curator Hiroki Hashitomi

ROTERE, (- TE B
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Guide to the Museums

Bridgestone Museum of Art

Address

Museum Hours

Admission

10-1, Kyobashi 1-chome, Chuo-ku,
Tokyo 104, Japan
Phone:(03)3563-0241

Open daily except Monday
10:00a.m.— 6:00p.m. (from April
through October)
10:00a.m.—5:30p.m. (from November
through March)

Closed from December 28 to
January 4

Adults ¥500

Students ¥400

Children under 15 ¥200

Ishibashi Museum of Art

Address

Museum Hours

Admission

1015, Nonaka-machi, Kurume-shi,
Fukuoka-ken 839, Japan

Phone: (0942)39-1131

Open daily except Monday
9:30a.m.— 5:30p.m. (from April
through September)

9:30a.m.— 5:00p.m. (from October
through March)

Adults ¥300

Students ¥200

Children under 15 ¥150
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